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Environmental Racism

� 1982: Warren County, North Carolina –
struggle to stop PCB dumping

� 1983: U.S. General Accounting Office, Siting 
Hazardous Waste Landfills and Their 
Correlation with Racial and Economic Status 
of Surrounding Communities

� 1987: United Church of Christ, Toxic Wastes 
and Race in the US









#NODAPL





Birth of EJ Movement

� 1990: Letter to the Big 10 environmental groups
� Complicit in environmental racism

� Ignore environmental issues in communities of color

� Lack diversity

� 1991: First National People of Color Environmental Leadership 
Summit
� 300 delegates from all 50 states

� 17 Principles of Environmental Justice

� 1994: President Clinton Executive Order 12898 - Federal Actions to 
Address Environmental Justice 
� Develop strategies for addressing disproportionate impact

� Require meaningful participation



Principles of EJ: Beyond Equal 
Protection and Participation
1) Environmental Justice affirms the sacredness of Mother Earth, ecological 
unity and the interdependence of all species, and the right to be free from 
ecological destruction.

5) Environmental Justice affirms the fundamental right to political, 
economic, cultural and environmental self-determination of all peoples.

13) Environmental Justice calls for the strict enforcement of principles of 
informed consent, and a halt to the testing of experimental reproductive 
and medical procedures and vaccinations on people of color.

15) Environmental Justice opposes military occupation, repression and 
exploitation of lands, peoples and cultures, and other life forms.

17) Environmental Justice requires that we, as individuals, make personal 
and consumer choices to consume as little of Mother Earth's resources and 
to produce as little waste as possible.



Environment 
is Where We 
Live, Work, 
and Play

We Speak for 
Ourselves



What environmental 
justice looked like in 
Boston in late 1990s



Environmental Racism & Injustice

In Massachusetts:

� 24 of the 30 most 
environmentally overburdened 
communities are communities 
of color.

� High minority communities 
average 23 times more 
hazardous waste sites per 
square mile than low minority 
communities.

(Faber & Krieg 2005)



Clean Buses for Boston

� Asthma hospitalization 
in Roxbury 5x state 
average

� 15 bus and truck 
depots in a 1.5 mile 
radius

� 70% of MBTA bus fleet 
converted and 30% 
retrofitted

� T Riders Union 2000



Q&A, 
Discussion

What are the 
common themes in 
this story of EJ 
movement so far?

Questions about the 
origins and EJ 
movement into the 
1990s?



Problem: Climate Injustice

Who Benefits from the fossil fuel economy?

Who Pays the Price?
EJ communities “Hit First and Worst”
� Bear the burden of climate change impacts
� Are most vulnerable
� Yet contribute least to climate change



Green Justice Coalition

� Greening is not only our 
responsibility, it is our right.

� A sustainable economy must 
be as equitable as it is green.

� Lower income communities 
and communities of color must 
be at the forefront of the 
green wave.



Energy Efficiency 
Campaign Goals

1. Invest in energy efficiency to 
reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions.

2. Promote priority access to 
energy savings resources for 
lower income communities and 
communities of color, including 
tenants.

3. Create thousands of good green 
jobs, with family-supporting 
wages, benefits, and career 
opportunities.



Green Justice Victories

� MA established most ambitious 
energy savings targets in US.

� $1.4 billion investment over 3 
years.

� Community Mobilization Initiatives, 
working with community groups 
and union contractors 
(Chinatown, Chelsea, Lynn, 
Springfield, New Bedford)

� Responsible contractor 
agreements.



Just Transition



Solidarity 
Economy













COOPERATIVE ENERGY, 
RECYCLING & ORGANICS
COOPERATIVA PARA ENERGIA, 
RECICLAJE & ORGANICOS



Movement for Black Lives

Invest-divest

We demand investments in the education, health 
and safety of Black people, instead of 
investments in the criminalizing, caging, and 
harming of Black people. We want investments in 
Black communities, determined by Black 
communities, and divestment from exploitative 
forces including prisons, fossil fuels, police, 
surveillance and exploitative corporations.



In Boston, achieving citywide resilience 
means addressing racial equity along 
with the physical, environmental, and 
economic threats facing our city.

-- Resilient Boston: An Equitable and 
Connected City 2017



Q&A, 
Discussion

Questions about Just 
Transition and 
solidarity economies

What can you do to 
advance EJ and 
Just Transition? 


